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Pictured above is Mushu, a Kai rescued 9 yrs ago from a shelter in Vermont. With the support of the NK community, Mushu was placed and lives
with Peggy and Bob Graham’s daughter. He is currently 15 yrs old and living life. Another rescue story inside this issue!

A Letter from Our President
Welcome all to the Fourth edition of The
Tora. Welcome to all our new members, we
are so happy you have joined us in this
adventure. Congratulations to the raffle
winners. Things are really moving along and
lots of things Kai are being shared. Our AKC
Kai registration numbers continue to grow
and we are seeing more people learning
about this wonderful breed every day.
Anyone who has not done so is encouraged to
get their Kai AKC registered.

If you have a UKC or KKA registered Kai, the
registration process is easy. Please feel free
to reach out on the club members Facebook
page if you have any questions about getting
your Kai registered. I look forward to seeing
everyone doing all their Kai activities in the
coming months. I hope everyone has a
wonderful spring.

-Stacey Pestel, President, Kai Ken Society of
America
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KaiCAN!
Silly Rabbit, Tricks are for Kais!
By Chrystal Cleary

During social distancing, and while dog events
are cancelled, something fun to do around the
house is to train tricks with your dog! Doing
this has provided our family with stuﬀ to talk
about and cooperate on, and has been fun for
our Kai dogs as they work to figure out tricks
and games with us.

We’ve had a lot of laughs trying to catch the
dogs’ tricks on video, I’ve learned that the dogs
are definitely aware that my attention is split
between making sure the phone is taking video
and a little less on them- so when you get
serious about getting footage of the final trick
to submit, maybe have someone else work the
camera! :)

AKC awards Trick Dog titles to dogs that can
perform any 10 tricks from lists at diﬀerent
levels. These tricks can be submitted by videos
you can take with your phone, and ta-daa! You
have spent a lot of quality time with your dog,
laughed a lot, felt proud, earned a title and
shown the AKC that another Kai CAN! … do
tricks, too!
Some of our tricks included sitting pretty, roll
over, give a kiss, jumping over my leg, speak
“ARF!”, getting on and oﬀ a low table, shake a
paw,
jumping
over a ski
pole tied to
two orange
cones,
spinning in
a circle, and
catching a
treat. Both
dogs don’t
excel at the
same
thingsMatsu’s got
Speak and a
hand-targeted Weave through my legs, but he
doesn’t roll over, which Juno loves to perform,
or jump into my arms, another Juno specialty!

Getting in and out of boxes on cue? We can do that!

One dog at a time! Unless your dogs have a
solid stay and don’t get jealous of you working
with the other one, work your tricks separately
in a multi-dog home. Believing that Matsu was
not interested in doing tricks at the moment
and busy checking the stone wall for critters, I
tried taping Juno’s trick of hopping up on to
my back as I knelt down. But what I didn’t
notice was Matsu’s interest in the silly game
Juno and I were playing- and he came flying in
just as Juno landed on my back and popped up
with front paws to greet her and knock me
right over! We became a big laughing pile!
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All the info about AKC Trick Dogs is online here:
https://www.akc.org/sports/trick-dog/ .
You can find videos on how to train tricks, the
list of eligible tricks for Novice level (and all
subsequent levels!).
Choose any ten tricks from the list to train and
video. It’s likely your dog already knows some
of them. If your Kai already has a CGC, then you
need only tape 5 tricks from the Novice Tricks
list to earn the title, and the fun you have
together is huge!
A fellow FSS breed owner oﬀered to do video
evals during the social distancing period :)
Thank you, Martha Tubman of the
Danish-Swedish Farmdog Club! Her email is:
marthatubman@gmail.com , but you can find
her in the AKC-FSS and Miscellaneous
Discussion FB group!

Juno finishes her ‘Hop Up on my back” trick with a kiss!
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Kai Spotlight - Kimber!

Q: What is her favorite game to play with
her Kai sister, Kona?
A: Kona and Kimber LOVE playing chase in
the yard.. particularly around the firepit,
they’ll go back and forth forever haha
I’d say a close-second is tearing apart a toy
together and playing keep away with it
<3

Interview by Eileen Grosvenor Jarp
Q: How did
Kimber get
her name?
A: I had
named Kona,
and I decided
it was only
fair to let him
name our
second dog
He had cycled
through a list
of names (many of which were pretty out
there haha),
and then one day he looked at me and said
“How about Kimber? A er our favorite
1911 we own?”.. and that was it! I thought it
was adorable, and yes, it’s our favorite
1911. :)

Q: Sunbathing or lounge on the couch?
A: SUNBATHING.. sometimes I just leave the
back sliding door open so she can come
inside whenever she gets too warm or wants
to be back inside with us

Q: Where is her favorite spot in the house?
A: It’s a tossup between a bed in our guest
bedroom that is right up against the window
that faces the street (she’ll lay up there for
hours on her own), but she also
loves the ottoman in our downstairs den. She
will plop on that ottoman anytime
we get back from a walk, being outside, or if
she’s frustrated and wants to chill.

Q: What is Kimber’s longest hike?
A: Kimber’s longest “hike” has been right
around 7.5 miles, 2800 here in San Diego.
However, Nate has walked them over 11
miles before lol! She doesn’t like to move
fast, but she can truck it forEVER.
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Q: Social butterfly or wall flower?
A: I’d say she’s more of a social butterfly than
a wallflower, but not as out there as Kona is
(Kona will get SOOO wiggly and excited and
jump to give kisses). She LOVES people and
LOVES when people make eye contact and
are clearly happy to see her. She
shows
LOVES when people make eye contact and
are clearly happy to see her. She shows her
aﬀection by leaning on you and sitting by
you, ready for pets.. She gets a super loose
wag in her tail and airplane ears

situation and seems to know what’s
happening before I do. She somehow
KNOWS when a dog is friendly and calm, and
gets excited walking over to them and
whines with excitement! She also knows
when a dog is not so friendly even when I
can’t see it as much in their body language,
she avoids them as we walk by and sure
enough there’s a growl or something else
that shows they were NOT interested. This
dog perceives so much more than either
Nate or I and even her sister, it’s really cool

We will continue to Spotlight everyday Kai
doing their thing! To contact Eileen to
interview, please email
airframer24@gmail.com.

Q: What is her favorite brewery?
A: St. Archer on Coast Highway is her favorite,
the staﬀ know and love her, the people in
there love them and she gets to say hi to so
many furry friends that come by and visit!
The cool concrete floor is also a plus.

Q: What is something that makes Kimber
special?
#1, just how easy of a dog she is both in
demeanor and needs and how unshakable
she seems to be. #2 Kimber’s calm demeanor
and ability to read any dog, person or
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Ai the Kai - Breed Rescue
by Chrystal Cleary

A couple of members donated a bit of money
to help Autumn out with vet bills.

This February, Oregon Kai owner Kari
Jaquith turned on her computer one
morning to see an alert that her search
settings for Kai Ken had turned up a result of
a Kai in a shelter in Michigan. Kari has set
search engine optimization to alert on
certain key words- Kai, tiger dog, Inu, Kai Ken
across various sites like Petfinder, CraigsList,
and others in case a dog she may know were
ever to pop up. There are not very many Kai
Ken, relative to other dogs, so when one
shows up in rescue, it’s big news and the
community mobilizes. Kari followed the link
and seeing that the dog was indeed a Kai,
put out the call on the Kai and Nihon Ken
facebook pages to see if any Kai folks in
Michigan could check it out in person and
take the baton.

Knowing the breed so well, with five of her
own Kai at Shoga, Autumn knew how to give
Ai the time and attention needed to gain her
trust so she can reveal her true personality.
She has not seen any aggression in Ai over
the two and a half months she has been
fostering her, and says Ai is “a goofy,
energetic girl who loves back scritches. She
is good with cats and the dogs we have
tested her with.” Ai the Kai has also been
getting extra one on one TLC by staying with
Autumn’s father at his place, where he has
discovered that she is a cuddler!
The Kai Ken Society of America and our
members care about all Kai, and with
members around the country do our best to
keep a lookout, and spread the word to
mobilize nearby Nihon Ken-knowledgable
folks to pull and evaluate Kai in need. Our
Nihon Ken breeds are all rare, and we
cooperate across breeds to help.

Kai Ken Society member Autumn Arsenault,
breeder and owner of Shoga Kennel in
Michigan answered the bell right away,
contacting the shelter where a 5 year old
female Kai named Ai (Japanese meaning
‘love’) had been dropped oﬀ. Autumn
learned that Ai had been placed at the
shelter by owners who had brought her
home to the states with them from Okinawa,
but back here they said Ai was not getting
along with resident family dogs.

Ai is available for adoption, but due to the
stay-at-home restrictions in Michigan, she
cannot be visited until restrictions li .
Inquiries about Ai should be placed directly
to Autumn Arsenault at Shoga Kensha.
Please make first contact via email:
KArsena438@gmail.com

Autumn explained to the shelter about her
role with the Kai Ken Society of America and
they signed Ai over for eval and placement.
“She was completely shut down in the
shelter, shivering. She wasn't eating either,
but with a little encouragement she came
out with us, and she let us li her into the
vehicle.” Ai was overweight and her nails
were very long, a vet visit revealed only a
mild coccidia, and Ai was treated and
vaccinated.
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A Big Congrats to the Following Kai Ken and their Owners:
Mijikai no Musashi Sarchi-go: At the Feb 9th Four Seasons Belgian Shepherd Club in Show 1 got
Champion of Champions, Best of Breed and Group 2. In Show 2, Champion of Champions, Best of
Breed and Group 1. At the Feb 15th great lakes Biewer Terrier Club, she took Champion of
Champions, Best of Breed and Group 4. In Show 2 she took Champion of Champions, Best of
Breed and Group 3. At the Feb 23rd Michigan American Pit Bull Terrier Club (MAPBT) Show 1, she
took Champion of Champions and Best of Breed. In Show 2 she took Champion of Champions,
Best of Breed and Group 4. In Show 2, she took Champion of Champions, Best of Breed and Group
4. And lastly, at the March 7th UKC Ohio Classic in Show 1 Sarchi took Champion of Champions,
Best of Breed and Group 4. In Show 2, Sarchi took Grandchampion, Best of Breed and Group 3.
Congrats Sarchi!
Mijikai Yamabushi Toranoko Kisu: At the Feb 9th Four Seasons Belgian Shepherd Club in Show 1
and Show 2 Kisu took Reserve Champion. At the Feb 23rd Michigan American Pit Bull Terrier Club
(MAPBT) Show 1 and Show 2, Kisu also took Reserve Champion. At the March 7th UKC Ohio Classic
Kisu took Reserve Champion in Show 2.
Mijikai no Musashi Sasaki-go: At the March 7th UKC Ohio Classic Sasaki took Best Male in Show
1.
Sai No Reiwa: At the Feb 23rd Michigan American Pit Bull Terrier Club (MAPBT) Show 1 and Show
2, Reiwa took Best Male. At the March 7 UKC Ohio Classic in show 1 Reiwa took Reserve Champion,
and in Show 2 took Champion of Champions.

Pictured above is Sai no Reiwa

7

Upcoming Events and Club News
Events:
*Due to the recent developments with COVID-19, many of the upcoming events in the near future have
been either postponed or cancelled.*
AKC Fit Program: While quarantined, in addition to the Trick Dog titles you can still earn remotely,
social media chair and member Michelle Slater would like to remind everyone that there is also the
AKC Fit Dog Program! It is a great program for you and your dog to get some healthy exercise. By
participating in the Fit dog program and successfully completing it you can receive a free FIT DOG logo
car magnet showing oﬀ your hard work and commitment of staying healthy together.
In order to get your magnet, you and your dog must meet one of these fitness goals:
1. Walked at least 30 minutes 5 times per week for a total of at least 150 minutes per week for
at least 3 months. (Recommended for dogs and people in good shape)
2. Walked at least 15 minutes per session at least 10 times per week (e.g., two 15-min walks per
day) for at least 3 months. (For dogs or people who would benefit from a walk that is shorter
duration (senior dogs))
Make sure you keep a log of your daily minute walks! Once you have reached the goal you can
complete the Magnet Order form! That’s it!

Club News:
New Member Raﬀle! Congrats to all of our raﬀle winners: Patrice G., Megan H., and Cheyanna
S, and WELCOME to all of our new members!
New Member Benefits! Discount on DNA testing with Embark:
The KKSA has partnered with Embark, a canine DNA test company, to provide its tests to members
at a discounted rate. Embark has built a portal for accessing the discounted tests, rather than
using the regular storefront.
Embark tests for both variants of Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) which Kai breeders are
watching closely in their dogs to avoid producing “aﬀected” gene combinations in their puppies.
This test also covers coat and color traits, diversity, and 180 health conditions. The results are easy
to read and share and the PRA report Embark creates is accepted by Orthopedic Foundation for
Animals (OFA) which records health testing for dogs in other areas you may be familiar with such a
hip and knee xrays, heart auscultation and ophthalmology exams.
For the link and password to buy an Embark test for your Kai, please contact Stacey Pestel
club@kaisociety.org
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About the Kai Ken Society of America
All are welcome to join the Kai Ken Society of America to connect with other Kai owners, mentors and
just folks to meet up with if going to a show, trial or event. Do you have expertise to share? Questions
to ask, or explore? The Kai Society is a nationwide community of owners and enthusiasts of Kai Ken,
and we enjoy learning more about the history of the breed, current Kai in the US and being
ambassadors for the breed as we learn more together. The KKSA has a relationship with the American
Kennel Club and is working toward fulfilling AKC’s requirements for Miscellaneous status for the breed.
We celebrate Kai in all events and all leagues of play, as an AKC-aligned club we specifically encourage
registration of Kai with AKC to increase the breed’s formal representation and be counted, to open
doors within AKC for our breed, to support AKC as a non-profit, to reciprocate in our relationship with
AKC for working with us to recognize and accept KKA dogs and their progeny, and because AKC is fun
and beneficial in the events it oﬀers, the education and resources AKC registration opens to all dogs
and their owners.
Kai Society members are here to help shepherd you through AKC papers if your KKA dog is not yet
registered with AKC. If your puppy came from the breeder with an AKC litter registration, completing
that is even easier and does a lot to help show AKC just how many Kai are here, and how invested our
owners are in their dogs, dog care and dog activities. Please join us!
Members may work on club committees- we are always looking for people to come own a piece of the
eﬀort and pitch in as they are interested and able!- may run for club oﬀices, may vote in club elections,
receive the quarterly newsletter The Tora, and be a part of discussions and recommendation-setting in
the club. Sometimes we make Kai swag, too. At this time, members have voted not to collect any
dues, so membership is free. All members, new and old, will get a spiﬀy Kai Society logo embroidered
patch in the mail- suitable to sew on a harness, a scarf, backpack or bag, or your canvas dog events
folding chair! We have a limited number of these- available until gone!
If you would like to join the Kai Ken Society of America, see the last page of this newsletter, or go
to www.kaisociety.org
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We want to hear from you!
If you have any ideas for the newsletter, announcements you want to see in the next issue, or general
feedback for us, contact us on Facebook! You’re awesome!
Resources
Check us out on the web at kaisociety.org for membership application, breed info, updates, and other
resources and info about our favorite breed!
ForumsNihon Ken Forum
Facebook GroupsKai Ken Owners
Kai Ken of the Pacific Northwest
KKSA Members
Hashtags Don’t forget to #hashtag with the following: #KaiKenSociety and #KaiKenSocietyAKC!
Need online training resources? Check out drsophiayin.com or dogtrainingrevolution.com
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